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The Hzghlands Green Map Pro]ect
Successful Innovative partnership in community
building and celebration of place
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The Project

The Highlands Green Map is the culmination of 2 years of community engagement
between a group of volunteer mappers and the larger Highlands community. The process
involved children and elders, First Nations, descendants of pioneers, and new residents;
artists, ecologists and historians. In the creation of this map, dozens of residents and
visitors were consulted during the summers of 2007 and 2008. The goal was “to discuss
and then share through a map some of the best places in our backyard, and to explore
visions of the future for a sustainable Highlands.” The process was facilitated through
partnerships with the Community Based Research and Geography departments at the
University of Victoria, the Common Ground Community Mapping Project and the
Westshore Arts Council.!

The District of Highlands plays an important role in the Capital Regional District’s
regional sustainability strategy with the parks and green space it provides to residents and
tourists in the region. It is important to share this space in ways that honour its natural
beauty and show respect to both its residents, and the peoples who have traditionally used
this land. Maps are incredibly powerful. They can educate and engage through stories,
art and pictures. Dozens of suggestions for sites to place on the map came forward in the
process and many eventually found a place in the final version. The project focused on
sites that were deemed to be of special interest to visitors and residents, while
encouraging the sustainable use of forests, wetlands, meadows and waters. The Highlands
Green Map Project is now part of an important regional sustainability vision.

Celebration of Place and Tourism

The synergy created from the natural beauty, art and culture held in the map is inviting
and infectious. It has encouraged people to talk about, and then visit the Highlands.
Whether it is residents from the Capital region unfamiliar with the Highlands, or visitors
from around the world, the Highlands Green Map has captured people’s imaginations.

Around the World

The Highlands Green Map story is getting around. As part of the 4
Worldwide Green Map system promoting sustainable community ] é&j
development, the Highlands Green map and the process which GREEN MAPF
created it is shared around the world. One of the features of the N\

Green Map system is a common iconography. The Highlands map
uses icons that are recognized internationally to mark places of interest for tourists like
parks, heritage sites and services. They also identify important natural features such as

! See http://mapping.uvic.ca/highlands-greenmap, http://mapping.uvic.ca/node/768, http://highlands.bc.ca/
maps/community_green_map/; http://www.greenmap.org/greenhouse/en/node/4949#
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wetlands, view points and protected areas. The Highlands project also created new icons
to reflect its special character. They included icons for the District fire halls, an
equestrian field and a heritage road. A very special icon, which connects the Highlands
to its common heritage with First Nations was created by local WSANEC artist John
Elliott (S,TOLZEL). 1t was used to mark places with special First Nations significance.

“The icon is a salmon egg. The circle reminds of the
natural laws of the land. The egg is the life in water
and on land. The crescents on either side represent
moons past and moons to come.” - S,TOLZEL

In the Region

Thanks to a grant from the Union of BC Municipalities, 4000 copies of the map were
printed.? A copy was mailed to every Highlands resident, and remaining copies have

een made available for tourist promotion. A major story was written and published in
b d lable for t t t A t tt d published
Westshore magazine.> An event to celebrate the map
completion was held at the Caleb Pike Heritage Park reen & Tourist Businesses
in June 2009, and advertised throughout the region. Alternative Health
. . . =% Earth Spring Sanct (Evelyn S | and Michael Bocking)
The beauty of the Highlands Green Map is something e s T SRR
which attracts other communities. It has inspired il il gt obestom,
Community mapplng pI“Oj eCtS in Langford Oak Bay Muriel Sibley / Winter Creek Pottery (178 Ross Durrance Road)
) Wren's Silverwork (178 Ross Durrance Road)

. . Marcela Strasdas (250) 519-4729 www.marcelastrasdas.com

and Metchosin. It continues to be shared as a o W
1 ] Allen Dobb (250) 391-3998
successful example of the community based mapping o A G il VORI
approach in workshops through out the region and 8&s
. Misty Meadows (2627 Bukin Drive East)
Vancouver Island, by the mapping partners from the (250) 727-6405
. . . . . Natural Building
University of Victoria and Common Ground. Quite Eco-Sense Cobb House (Ann and Gordon
. . . . Baird, 3295 Compton Road), www.

simply, everyone involved is proud of the Highlands eco-sense.ca
Green Map.

Eco Practices

Green Map Project Components
« Contemporary and First Nations Art
« First Nations and Pioneer Culture and Heritage
« First Nations and Pioneer Place Names

High & Dry farm (Ross
Durrance Road)
Kindwood farm (499

(1485 White Pine Terrace)

« Climate and Water Conservation (250) 391-9612 1
Flowers !
« Parks, Nature and Ecology Bramble Cottage (652 Millt
. . Lake Road)
« Green Tourist Businesses 250) 474-9905 ol e
ecreation with hotwater heati

, Bear Mountain Golf 1) LSt

2 The Highlands Green Map is 24 x 34 inches, printed with vegetable based inks, on Forest Stewardship
Council certified recycled paper.

3 Westshore Magazine Published by the Westshore Chamber of Commerce. 2009. Vol. 2. No. 1. Available
at: http://www.westshore.bc.ca/magazine/WestShore Magazine Vol 2 Issue 1.pdf; page 47
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H Where does rain go?
C|lmate watel' @ Precipktation recharges our lakes and aquifer. Most
The Highlands seasons, Highlafidleys get their water from wells or from precipitation evaporates, is takén up by plants through
like Highlands residents, our small streams and lakes. Wells draw water _yrncpiration, or becomes surface runoff fo the sea. The
are strong, stimulating, out of the aquifer. water stored in the fissures 30, ifor is recharged through winter rains from October
and ‘assertive’, in the bedrock beneath our homes. Only a few o March. Only 3%-10% of the mean annual precipitation
Congsrecltolierest of many sources of drinking water are shown ot 0 s o1 e
of Victoria, Highlands. on the map. When visiting the Highlands please 1§ +
winters are colder, remamber our streams, lakes and aquifer are . TR g1 goet™
wetter, snowier, and ‘ﬁulleanahemwhv ¢ water, all is ”"m/m Y b« wote!

windier. Spring comes ] 4
later here than in the SUINCAR) AT SIS [ % < "preciptation | 44/ j& hof
garden city, but brings  ¥inter and summer temperature, Greater Victoria f

4 \
atree frog chorus and Highlands Water Distribution transpiration
a carpet of wildflowers. Summers are hot and dry with  precipitation, Runoff; Infiltration from plants
deep blue daytime skies and starry nights. Autumn brings
the return of rain and water to recharge our aguifers, (we
breathe a sigh of relief about reduced wildfire risk), fall
colors to the trees, mist, and mushrooms.
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Bar groph below shows
Highlands manthly precipitation
ond mean temperature. Lines
show corresponding averages

for downtown Victora transpiraticn
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Morthly Mean Tewp. (Oeg €)

Highlands weather is watched, recorded, and often talked >~ P y ’
about. A weather station on lower Millstream Lake Road has Ny QR it ooasERE
been voluntarily monitored for 37 years, providing long-term :
temperature & precipitation norms for the Highlands. To
view weather info or current climate station data see: In fractured
or | T A -z bedrock
& _e.html s

| be ssent! m m!lfﬂm
The Highlands Groundwater includes a water

bahn:eani* ify
itoring program will
w&" Hmmﬂ'nﬂlmmds to both identify and

_monitor groundwater quality and sustainability issues.
For more water savhc Ideas call or visit CRD Water Department,
(250) 474-9684, www.crd.be.ca/water

Climate Change...

Climate modellers say our winters will become wetter and warmer,
summers dryer and a bit warmer. Dryer and warmer conditions will
likely impact the recharge of aquifers and volume of surface water, / our wells. In addition, if the water table
and cause serious concerns for our drinking water supplies and fish dips too law. trees may die and then

habitat. There will also be an increased fire risk. dry and become a fire risk.

Climate and Water Conservation, and nature panels from the Highlands Community Map.

7. Arbutus
28. Kinnikinnick
29. Turkey Vulture
30. Blue-eyed Mary
31. Garry Oak
. Northern Alligator Lizard
. Black Bear

1. Pacific Dogwood 6. Varied Thrush 15. Columbine
2. Great Horned Owl 7. Skunk Cabbage 16. Chocolate Lily
3. Black-tailed Deer 8. Pacific Tree Frog 17. Hairy Manzanita
4. Red Alder 9. Deer Mouse 18. Bigleaf Maple
5. Salal 10. Banana Slug 19. Common Camas
11,12. Calypso Orchid 20. Lodgepole Pine
13. Pileated Woodpecker 21. Swallowtail

14. Paintbrush 22. Sea Blush

23. Tiger Lily

24. Cougar

25. Douglas Fir

. Band-tailed Pigeon

Lasting Impacts

The relationships created through this partnership
continue on to develop other community maps.
The Highlands Green Map is a living document,
and it is also a reminder of a community vision
that guides the future. A 4 x 6 foot version of the
map is a center piece in the District’s council
chambers located in the “Old Highlands School
House” at the Caleb Pike Heritage Park.




