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  Residents of Logan Lake are fortunate to live in a pristine and natural environment, set in a location at the convergence of south central forested lands and central interior grasslands. Homeowners, in an effort to retain the natural beauty of their surroundings, have constructed their homes squarely adjacent to forested and range grasslands. While such construction capitalizes on the scenic splendor of the region, the very same location considerations create extreme hazards and risks to the homes of these residents, by way of wildfire. 

  While local and regional fire fighting crews have become extremely effective in combating wildfire, it is fully recognized that the best method of protection is through prevention. In 2002, District Council initiated a program of public education to inform local residents with information about the hazards and risks they face with wildfire. Several community initiatives included; press releases, mock disaster exercises, distribution of Ministry of Forests education materials, distribution of educational videos, and public presentations. By offering educational materials, it encouraged local residents to initiate removing fuel build-up and maintain areas adjacent to their homes to reduce the threat of wildfires. 

  Logan Lake is surrounded by extensive fuel loads and is at a high to extreme threat from wildfires. By April 2002, a wild land/urban interface plan was in place and in cooperation with the Logan Lake Secondary School (Forestry Class), the Logan Lake Volunteer Fire Department, Logan Lake Municipal Emergency Program, RCMP, Ministry of Forests, Kamloops Fire Centre, and the residents of Logan Lake activated an Urban/Wild land Interface Forests Fuels Modification Program. 
  One of the first initiatives from the Fuel Modification Program was undertaken by Logan Lake Secondary School’s Forestry Program students. Students gained theoretical knowledge of the hazards of wildfires provided practical fuel modification techniques while clearing out deadfall and undergrowth, removing ground fuels (grasses, needles, branches, etc.), and removing ladder fuels (immature trees, shrubs, low tree branches, etc.). The students and their teacher have provided in excess of 200 hours of manual labor per year by removing dangerous fuel loads in strategic areas in the community. The forested area surrounding the community is made up principally of ponderosa pine, lodge pole pine, spruce and fir, along with a variety of deciduous species. The climate is dry and warm and the students worked hard to make our community safer. This educational program has continued annually for students at Logan Lake Secondary School and student volunteers from the school will continue the fuel modification program in 2005. 

  The wildfires that ravaged many parts of the BC interior in 2003 was definitely a wake up call for many communities across the province as they realized their vulnerability and the need for wildfire preparedness. Fortunately, the citizens of Logan Lake were already leading the way in preparing for such an eventuality. Building on the success of the ongoing Fuel Modification Program, District Council engaged the services of J.S. Thrower & Associates Ltd. to prepare a Wildfire Safety Plan. The objectives of this plan was to recommend actions to the District of Logan Lake on how to reduce the risk of wildfire to the people, property and resource values of the community and surrounding area. 

  One of the key goals was to identify opportunities to enhance the community secondary school forestry program. This will increase awareness and skills of youth in the community, and will help reduce wildfire risk in the area and potentially provide a pool of trained firefighters. There are 22 recommendations in the Wildfire Safety Plan. One of those recommendations is to reduce forest fuels within internal forested areas in the community. Steve Sorochan is a teacher at Logan Lake Secondary School who has provided the supervision and information to the secondary forestry curriculum and to student volunteers relating to the integration of forest fire suppression skills and fuel load management. 

  Based on the work that has been completed to date, harvesting and fuel modification seems to be the best tool available to make those forest stand conversions from fire hazard to fire smart. The natural ecosystems in the relatively dry areas surrounding our community over the last 60 years, and the exclusion of a major wildfire have resulted in high fuel accumulations. Thus, there is still much work to be accomplished and will continue to be an ongoing effort. 

  In May 2005, District Council supported a Wildfire Educational Workshop which includes various groups such as the Logan Lake Secondary School, Consultant Tom Lacey, the Logan Lake Volunteer Fire Department, and local residents. The event was an educational opportunity for the community to learn “hands-on” techniques on how to reduce fuel loads and the risks involved in wildfires. Tom Lacey has over 35 years in the forestry industry, including certification as a fire behavior analyst. Furthermore, a new youth crew from Logan Lake, a cooperative of local churches, has developed and partnered with the District to assist with the Logan Lake Interface Fire Hazard Abatement Program in 2005. This project will employ local youth and will continue to make our community safer. 

  The District of Logan Lake is teaming up with the Knowledge Network on the production of a half-hour documentary that will give viewers throughout BC an inside look at the process involved in developing and implementing the Logan Lake Wildfire Safety Plan. The documentary will be the first in a five-part series on different aspects of fire management in BC. The documentary will reveal one of the most impressive aspects of the plan, that is, the way it integrates the contributions from so many partnerships and various citizens and groups in the community, including the Logan Lake Secondary School. The program will also deal with the importance of a perimeter fuel break and the elimination of fuel buildup. Copies of the program will be made available on DVD’s and supplied to all municipalities and regional districts in the province as Logan Lake strives to become a model for other communities to follow to make their communities fire safe. 
