
Brief 
 

Partnerships:  Local Government & School Board Collaboration 
 
Preamble 
 
The District of Taylor is making a joint application for a community excellence award based on 
the strength of our multi-faceted partnership with School District No. 60 that has lead to an 
unprecedented level of cooperation between the two bodies. 
 
Multi-faceted Partnership 
 
The municipality and School District enjoy a very positive working agreement based on mutual 
respect and cooperation.  At the core of this working relationship are two formal agreements that 
are described below.  However, as this submission details, the level of cooperation/partnership 
goes far beyond the agreements to one of integrated involvement in municipal activities. 
 
The two formal agreements with the School District are as follows: 
 

• Facility Mutual Use Agreement 
 

The anchor to our partnership is the mutual use agreement for school and municipal 
facilities (attached and forming part of this brief – Appendix 1.)  This agreement 
maximizes facility use, while minimizing the need for duplication – thus saving the 
taxpayer precious funds/tax dollars. 
 
This agreement results in all elementary school children in Taylor being exposed to cost 
effective sessions for learning to swim, skating, etc.   The Council of the District of 
Taylor takes great pride in the fact that these swimming lessons provide a life long skill 
that potentially saves lives. 

 
• Community Pre-school 

 
A supplementary agreement has seen a collaborative effort to provide a much needed pre-
school for the community (agreement attached as Appendix 2.)  Through this agreement, 
for which the term was recently been renewed for five years, the School District supplies 
a classroom in the Taylor Elementary School.  The District then provides staffing 
licensing and supplies for the pre-school.  The local school administrator helps to ensure 
that District staff (non-union) meshes with School staff (union). 
 
The children in the community are the main beneficiaries of this unique agreement.  
Specifically, there is access to a qualified early childhood educator on a cost-recovery 
(non-profit) basis to minimize costs to the family.   
 
Because of the location of the pre-school within the elementary school, there is also the 
supplementary or additional benefit of preparing children for elementary school at an 
early age.  While initially concerned about the interaction between pre-school children 
and elementary age children (up to grade 7), it has been a great success with the older 
children basically acting as mentors to the pre-school children.   



 
This success is largely the result of the school board and local school administration/staff 
being receptive and supportive of the program. 
 

Informal interaction/partnership  
 
Of course, the formal agreements with the School District form only a small portion of the 
interaction between the two bodies.  The municipality and the elementary school itself work 
together on a number of issues of common concern. 
 
For example, with the technical support of School District staff, the municipality is currently 
completing final details on a $1.5 million community hall that can double as a junior secondary 
gymnasium.  The municipality has provided confirmation to the School Board, that as long as the 
building can continue to serve dual use as a community hall, they are prepared to turn over this 
building and provide land for a new school development.  Again maximizing use of facilities and 
minimizing the tax dollars need for facility construction.  This has been accomplished by pre-
designing the community hall to be connected to the school when population growth (or the age 
of existing structures) dictates the construction of a new school. 
 
In addition, there are a number of community activities that are mutually supported. For 
example: 
 
• Provision of children to assist in a community wide clean up during pitch in week when the 

District provides bags and pick up. 
• Use of District equipment and operators (backhoe, dump truck, etc.) by the Parent/Teacher 

Association when needed (eg. installation of school playground equipment). 
• Activity participation by the elementary school classes in municipal functions (such as 

Remembrance Day Service, Christmas Light Up, etc.). 
 
Conclusion 
 
The District of Taylor is submitting this application for a partnership award to ensure that 
tangible recognition of the excellent, cooperative and supportive arrangement between the 
municipality and school district is received. 
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